Message from the Moderator of the Toronto Centre Candidates Debate

This meeting of the major candidates for the Toronto Centre riding is scheduled for June 21 at 7:30 pm in the Drama Performance Room at Branksome Hall.   This meeting is jointly sponsored by four ratepayer associations, which collectively represent the residents Rosedale and Moore Park.

· South Rosedale Ratepayers Association (David Townley, President) 

· Moore Park Residents’ Association (Ivan McFarlane, President) 

· North Rosedale Ratepayers Association (Patrick Howe, President) 

· Governors Bridge Ratepayers Association 

Volunteers from these ratepayers association have worked together to produce this debate.   The moderator of the debate will be Patrick Howe (North Rosedale Ratepayers Association) and the timekeeper will be Cynthia Caron Thorburn (Moore Park Residents’ Association).  

This candidates meeting is scheduled to last for approximately two hours. There are eight candidates in Toronto Centre.  The organizers decided that it would be prudent to limit invitees to candidates for the Liberal Party, the Conservative Party, the New Democratic Party and the Green Party.  The decision to exclude the other candidates was made to ensure the efficient use of time and to create a more focused debate.   

Please note:
Capacity at Branksome Hall is about 350 people and there is limited standing room capacity in the Drama Performance Room.

The Drama Performance Room, where the candidates will debate, is not wheel chair accessible.  There are stairs.

There is limited parking in the vicinity of Branksome Hall.  Police tell us that parking restrictions will be enforced.

Media will be present.

Candidates

The following are the names of the eight candidates, their party affiliations (if appropriate) and websites.

Canadian Action Party

Kevin Peck

Communist Party of Canada 

Dan Goldstick

 www.communist-party.ca
Office phone number:  (416) 469-2446

Conservative Party

Megan Harris

www.meganharris.ca
Office phone number:  (416) 361-3020

Green Party of Canada

Gabriel Draven

www.torontocentregreens.ca
Office phone number:  (416) 929-2397 

Liberal Party of Canada 

Bill Graham

www.votebillgraham.ca
Office phone number:  (416) 944-2552

Marijuana Party 

Wagner, Jay

Office phone number:  (416) 367-3459

Marxist-Leninist Party of Canada 

Fernandez, Philip 

www.cpcml.ca
Office phone number:  (416) 253-4475

New Democratic Party 

Michael Shapcott

www.michaelshapcott.ca
Office phone number:  (416) 260-8787

Organization of Meeting

The meeting will be held using a modified debate format using the following format:

:  
· Candidates will each be allowed to make opening remarks lasting three (3) minutes and closing remarks of two (2) minutes.  The time in between will be filled with questions or comments from the audience, with the moderator recognizing those who wish to participate at microphones established in the room. 
· Immediately before meeting is called to order, each candidate draws a number to determine order of opening and closing remarks. The candidate drawing lowest number (e.g. #1) is first to give opening remarks, last to give closing remarks.  The candidate receiving highest number (e.g. #5) is last to give opening remarks, first to give closing remarks.

· Moderator will call the meeting to order and explain procedures, invite each candidate to speak at the beginning of the meeting, control the responses made to questions or comments from the audience, and promptly end the debate for closing comments at approximately 9:30 p.m.

· Questions from floor can be directed to individual candidates or to all candidates; moderator will ensure questioners and comments are focused. A candidate answering a question directed to him/her from the audience will have 90 seconds, with other candidates each having 60 seconds to rebut.

· Candidates answering a general question or responding to a comment from the floor will each have 90 seconds, with moderator determining order of response from candidates.

· Moderator will be assisted by an individual who will keep time of candidate responses, ringing a bell when allotted time has expired.  Candidates must cease talking at sign of bell.

· Moderator will maintain flow of meeting by calling for order, ending extended commentary from a member of the audience and terminating responses or rebuttals from candidates.

· No signage or demonstrations from supporters of individual candidates will be allowed inside school.  Candidates and supporters are not allowed to pass out literature inside the school.

· Candidates and supporters can greet and pass out literature on the sidewalk outside the church beginning at 7:00 p.m. Each candidate will be permitted one “sandwich board” type sign on the sidewalk before the meeting.

For further information: Patrick Howe (416) 929-0512

