SPEAKING NOTES – HERITAGE PRESERVATION Board  - June 16/04 – 

Mr. Chairman, members of the Heritage Board.  My name is Patrick Howe and I am president of the North Rosedale Ratepayers Association.  With me today is David Winterton from the firm of ERA Architects, who will present some of the key findings and recommendations of the heritage study of North Rosedale sponsored by our association. 
The cost of this study was underwritten by our association.  The cost was covered from our own resources, from a grant by the City and importantly through 160 donations from 288 people in the amount of $11,715.

Our association was incorporated in 1949 and has been continuously active since that time.  There are 917 homes in North Rosedale.  More than 53% of the residents of these homes are members of our association.  I might suggest to you that this is one of the highest rates of voluntary membership for any residents’ association in the City of Toronto.

There is rock solid support in our community for the recommendation that North Rosedale be designated a heritage conservation district under Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act. More than 50 volunteers from our community worked under the guidance of David and his colleagues at ERA to gather the raw data about the development of North Rosedale that allowed this report to be prepared. 
Volunteers spent time in libraries and archives, interviewing long standing residents of our community, cataloging information, photographing each and every property and posting this material onto our upgraded web site. We used this exercise to build a truly interactive web site for the association which is experiencing heavy levels of usage.

This has been a tremendous community building exercise for us.  The volunteers, the attendance at two public meetings, the financial support, the local media attention and unsolicited but frequent comments tell us in no uncertain terms about the importance placed in our community for preserving our heritage.  

North Rosedale is truly unique.  
We are a community of mostly single family residents built on a plateau of land surrounded on three sides by a continuous ravine system that is well used for recreational purposes.  On the fourth side lies the shoreline of the former Lake Iroquois, offering with the CPR main line a natural border for our community.  

David will talk about the rich architectural history of North Rosedale.  The North Rosedale Ratepayers Association has unanimously supported the recommendation for a heritage designation.  The Board sees this designation as providing an important tool to manage change in our neighborhood so that the best parts of our heritage and the feel of our streetscapes will be preserved.

I believe that we have such a high degree of support from North Rosedale residents because they know intuitively that a stable neighborhood preserves and enhances property values.  We have made it clear that change can occur.  Property owners can renew and make improvements as long as their actions don’t have any negative impact on the streetscape. 

We wish to preserve the charm of our community for many, many years.  I would now like to ask David to provide some highlights of the study.

